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desired. But this too ended in smoke after his return to Berlin.
Billow, who had spoken enthusiastically in the Reichstag about the
peaceful and friendly feelings displayed in England, put his veto on
the British stipulation that France and Russia should be brought in
to the proposed settlement on the Bagdad Railway question, and
the day after the Kaiser left Windsor the German Government
announced its intention of strengthening the fleet by reducing the
effective life of battleships by one-fifth. This caused renewed agitation
in the British press, and when the Kaiser went on from Windsor to
stay with his friend, Colonel Stuart Wortley at Highcliffe, near
Bournemouth, he poured out the grievances and complaints which
found expression in the famous Daily Telegraph interview eleven
months later.
During the next eight months he was in a state of wrath and agitation
which came to a climax on the announcement of King Edward's
approaching visit to the Tsar at Reval. This inspired him to a defiant
speech on the parade ground at Dobberitz on which, within earshot
of the Russian and Japanese Military Attaches, he denounced the
encirclement of Germany and struck a warlike attitude. It looked,
he said, as if the tactics of an encirclement of Germany would continue.
This created a very grave situation. Germany must be guided by
the example of Frederick the Great who, when hemmed in on all sides
by foes, had beaten them one after the other. After visiting Hamburg
he reported that indignation against Edward VII and his machina-
tions for the Entente were universal and professed to have private
information that the King was up to his neck in stock-jobbing opera-
tions connected with a Russian loan, and that his policy was universally
condemned by the financiers of the City. His informants told him
that the King was so full of spite ajtid envy of his Imperial nephew that
every morning he searched the newspapers to see what this nephew
had been doing and then spent his time in scheming how best to
outdo -him.
7
In Great Britain itself the Agreement with Russia had a good but
scarcely enthusiastic reception. As an isolated bargain it was much
criticized, especially by Curzon, who had now returned from his
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